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< Local UW Media Contact Name>
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PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
January 29th is EITC Awareness Day...<Your City Name> is celebrating! 
<Your United Way Name>, along with thousands of others across the state of Texas, will celebrate the 2010 EITC Awareness Day on January 29, 2009.  Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is a program that provides a tax credit to certain eligible individuals earning low wages.  In Texas, EITC dollars have proven to support local businesses and economic development, streaming billions of dollars into the Texas economy each year. While the popularity of this tax program continues to grow, over 1 billion EITC dollars go unclaimed each year due to limited community awareness and limited access to free tax preparation sites. 

<Insert Quote from a local UW staff member,  local UW Board Member, community leaders, tax preparation site volunteer, family who has previously claimed EITC dollars.> 
EITC refunds are the nation’s largest antipoverty program.  EITC dollars have the ability to boost Texas families’ annual income by 35%, lifting 500,000 Texans, many of whom are children, out of poverty in 2010. According to the latest IRS statistics, last year, 2,311,846 Texans were the recipients of EITC dollars, totaling over $5 billion. The Texas 2-1-1 System has already connected thousands of working Texans to hundreds of Community Tax Center sites throughout the state, helping Texans file and claim their EITC dollars and connecting them to asset building opportunities to strengthen the power of their dollars. 

<Insert an additional quote displaying local awareness of the EITC tax programs. You may want to include this quote from same speaker above or choose another representative to add an additional value statement to the issue.> 
<Insert information about local EITC efforts.  You may choose to include information on your United Way, its impact strategy, about EITC current and past efforts, free tax preparation sites, etc.>
At the state level, United Ways of Texas is continuing to work to build sustainable partnerships that support EITC programs throughout the state.   

For opportunities to increase awareness in your community or find free tax preparation sites, dial 2-1-1 or download a helpful toolkit from United Ways of Texas’ website at www.uwtexas.org.  

###
<Insert your information about your United Way’s mission here.>
