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BROWNSVILLE ISD AWARDED $1 MILLION SCHOLARSHIP PRIZE
The Eli and Edythe Broad Foundation announced Tuesday, October 14th that The Brownsville Independent School District (BISD) won the 2008 Broad Prize for Urban Education.  This prize will fund $1 million in scholarships for high school seniors in the school district starting in 2009.  The prize is awarded to urban school districts that show the most student achievement improvement in America, while narrowing the gaps between economic and ethnic communities.  Brownsville serves one of the poorest urban populations in America—with 94 percent of its students qualifying for free and reduced-priced school lunch.  The winner was selected by a jury of 10 prominent American leaders from government, education, business and civic sectors, including two former U.S. secretaries of education from both parties.

“Brownsville is the best kept secret in America,” said Eli Broad, founder of The Eli and Edythe Broad Foundation. “In the face of stark poverty, Brownsville is outpacing other large urban districts nationwide because it is smartly focusing all resources on directly supporting students and teachers. Other school districts can learn a great deal from Brownsville’s success.”
Brownsville ISD did not reach this pinnacle of success alone.  In fact, the Brownsville Business and Education Coalition (BBEC) was created under the Community Advocacy for Education (CAE) project and outlined winning the Broad Prize as one of its primary goals.  United Way of Southern Cameron County and their community partner, The Brownsville Chamber of Commerce, have been integral pieces to the development of the BBEC in order to assist the school district in meeting this goal. The coalition works to increase awareness about the importance of high school graduation and supports a college-going culture in the Brownsville community. The superintendent of Brownsville ISD also resides on the BBEC Executive Board and assisted the board in increasing awareness and excitement surrounding being chosen as a finalist for this prestigious award. 

This award further supports United Ways of Texas’ goal to use resources and innovative programs to positively impact Texas communities, making the state a better place to live and do business.  As a state association of local United Ways, United Ways of Texas (UWT) receives funding for the Community Advocacy for Education initiative from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to achieve significant increases in high school graduation rates and to promote success in college, work, and life. Currently, UWT is working with seven different United Ways and their community-based partners to achieve these goals.
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United Ways of Texas (UWT) is committed to supporting high school graduation and college readiness initiatives as a means to make Texas a better place to live and do business.  UWT also supports several healthcare, financial stability, and disaster response/recovery initiatives funded through a base of national partners including Pre-K Now, Bill &  Melinda Gates Foundation, and Pew Charitable Trusts. For more information about UWT please contact Liz Winner, Director of Project Communications, Liz.Winner@uwtexas.org. 
